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We also asked businesses what they saw as the main threat to their ongoing success and 
growth. No one factor sped ahead, but one of biggest fears appears to be the threat of cyber-
attacks, which scored higher than Brexit. Close behind was regulation, currency fluctuations and 
employment laws. 

Figure 11 - The main threats to business growth going forward
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Figure 10 - Who should pay for compliance with MEES legislation?
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Threats to business
Last time we discovered that 89% of office occupiers thought 
it was important to have energy efficient buildings. Only 11% 
said it was not.  

Given the introduction of the Minimum Energy Efficiency Standard (MEES), we now asked 
occupiers if this would be a problem for their buildings. As of April 2018 it is unlawful to let 
residential or commercial properties with a low EPC Rating of F or G.  

Whilst 8% of respondents said they knew it would be a problem, 53% said they did not think 
it would be a problem and just under 40% had no idea, highlighting a concerning lack of 
knowledge about the subject.

We then asked that if this was an issue, who would pay to improve the building’s energy 
efficiency.  Respondents were split, with over 46% thinking it would be the landlord’s 
responsibility and over 43% thinking it would be them or their company owners. 10% did 
not know. It is clear companies need better information about MEES since this should not be 
something landlords pass onto their tenants unless specified in their lease terms. 
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We understand that real estate is not just bricks and mortar. We’ll take the time to understand 
you and your ambitions for your business – and we’ll work hard to help you achieve them.

Our Real Estate team act for clients across all sectors and we have also built up teams providing 
specialist expertise in niche areas including: Retirement living / Strategic land and regeneration / 
Retail and leisure / Student accommodation / Private rental sector / Commercial investment

Our national presence means that we can understand our clients’ markets from a local 
perspective. We’ll work collaboratively with you to identify problems in advance, provide 
solutions, and give you our honest opinion on opportunities and risks in your market.
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